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You are cordially invited to attend the
Woodside Synagogue Ahavas Torah

Virtual Banquet honoring

Miriam and Tom Selman
Sara Silver

Neil Koslowe and Zev Pieprz

for their commitment
and contributions to our community

June 14th at 6:00 P.M.
 

In tribute to our honorees, the theme of this year's virtual banquet is 
WSAT Gives Back - supporting local businesses and families in need 
in our community. For each $100 virtual dinner ticket sold, WSAT 

will donate a $50 meal purchased from a local kosher restaurant to 
your choice of Bikur Cholim, Yad Yehuda, or to local hospital workers.

Ads and ticket reservations may be purchased at 
www.wsat.org/banquet or via email to banquet@wsat.org.

We look forward to celebrating our honorees together!



Tom and Miriam Selman share an abiding love for the 
Jewish people. 

Miriam is the daughter of Jewish immigrants: Her father 
came from Sighet, Hungary, and her mother came from 
Germany.  Miriam’s father, Bob Stern, lost his parents 
and younger sister in the Shoah but managed to survive 
Auschwitz.  After marrying Miriam’s mother, Helen Stern, 
the couple emigrated to Silver Spring and raised Miriam 
and her older sister, Deborah, in a home of warmth and 
love. Miriam especially credits her mother with instilling a 
deep passion for Jewish learning. Miriam’s sons David 
and Aron live in Washington, D.C.  Both hold advanced 
degrees and are highly respected in their professions. 

Tom descends from such figures as “Itshy der veber” 
from Bialystok, Poland, and an adventurous shoe sales-
man from Cork, Ireland. Tom’s father, a renowned radi-
ologist in Tyler Texas, and his mother instilled in him a 
commitment to Jewish causes. Tom’s daughter, Jessi, 

and her husband, Nathan, live in Baltimore with their four children to whom Miriam and Tom 
are “Savta and Zaidie.”  

Filled with this deep love for the Jewish people, Tom and Miriam provide moral and financial 
support to Jewish causes in our community and around the world.  Their primary commit-
ment, however, is to Woodside Synagogue Ahavas Torah, a community that itself exemplifies 
the meaning of generosity and munificence.  The wonderful middos of Woodside are epito-
mized by our distinguished morah d’asra, Rabbi Moshe Walter.

Other local beneficiaries of the Selmans’ generosity include the Melvin J. Berman Hebrew 
Academy, the Torah School of Greater Washington, Yeshiva High School of Greater Wash-
ington, the Kollel Zichron Amram, Bikur Cholim of Greater Washington, the Jewish Rockville 
Outreach Center, Chabad of Potomac, MEOR Maryland, and the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Washington. Global beneficiaries include Hebrew University, the Institute for Daya-
nim, and Yeshiva University.   

Miriam and Tom Selman, Jewish Community



Sara moved to Woodside with her husband Ron Kates 
and their son Jacob in 1985. Their other children-
Bess, Max, Nomi and Izzy—were born in the following 
years and grew up under the warm and caring eyes of 
Woodside shul members. They attended the local 
Jewish schools and now live in Baltimore, Pittsburgh, 
Queens, Chicago and Atlanta. Sara has worked as an 
IT project manager for NIH for almost 20 years and 
worked for other companies in various IT capacities for 
more than 20 years before that. In the Woodside spirit, 
Sara has volunteered for the shul in many ways over 
the years, from checking the eruv to helping with the 
banquet journal to serving on the board. Her longest-
held (and favorite) volunteer position is as the shul 
calendar-keeper.

Sara Silver, Volunteerism



Neil and Pat have lived in Woodside for ten years but 
they’ve resided in Silver Spring much longer. They moved 
to White Oak in 1973 with two very young children so Neil 
could begin a position in the Justice Department. He 
served there for 28 years and now is in private practice.  
Their five children, all married with children of their own, 
grew up here and attended the Hebrew Academy.  Four 
couples live in the New York metropolitan area and one 
lives in Israel.  Neil was recruited a number of years ago 
by Danny Jacoby and Rabbi Mendel Silver a.h. to “do” 
the Daf on Shabbat afternoon, and he has enjoyed shar-
ing that responsibility primarily with Zev Pieprz, his co-
awardee.

Zev  and Brenda moved to Woodside in 1972 when Zev 
accepted a job at the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
living first  in Summit Hill. Each of their four children was 
born at Holy Cross Hospital (adjacent to but not techni-
cally in Woodside) and attended both the Hebrew Acad-
emy and the Yeshiva High School. They and their families 
now reside in Israel (Nevi  Aliza), Queens, Passaic and 
Houston. Zev was employed by the U. S.  Patent Office 
for 17 years,  until he left for private practice. After 31 
years, he recently retired (for the second time) from the 
intellectual property law firm of  Greenblum  and Bern-
stein, P.L.C.  Zev  first taught a class in Chullin in the 
mid-70s and has recently shared responsibility for “doing” 
the Daf on Shabbos afternoon with Neil Koslowe.

Neil Koslowe and Zev Pieprz, Limmud Torah


